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local authority having jurisdiction within the area to be supplied. This license was to be for any period not exceeding-five years, to be renewable at its expiration, with the renewed consent of the local authority interested.
Simple and inexpensive as the acquisition of powers under this form of tenure would be. it was obviously open to the objection that the persons seeking them would be entirely in the hands of the local authority. And it was admitted even by the Board of Trade that, from simple inertness, or from an endeavour to impose unfair terms, or from an indisposition to introduce a competing illuminant, where the local authorities themselves supplied gas, the indispensable consent might be unreasonably refused. The period, too., was so limited, and its renewal so uncertain, nobody could seriously contend that this met the necessities of the case. Another form of tenure was therefore provided, which would, inter alia, be virtually an appeal from the local authority to the Board of Trade and to Parliament. This was to be obtained:
(2) By provisional order; to be granted by the Board of Trade, without requiring such consents as were required to the grant of a license, and for such period, whether limited or unlimited, as the Board of Trade might think proper. Of another (at least implied) form of tenure, that by Special Act, nothing need be said.
It will be shown presently how far the Board of Trade afterwards fell away from this state of grace ; but, keeping in mind the avowed object of the Bill, the clause just summarised was, one would say, precisely what it should have been.
The same remarks, with slight modification, may be made relative to the provisions contained in the Bill for the regulation and control of the operations incidental to a system of supply.
But the crucial feature of the Bill was contained in a subsection to the clause authorising the grant of provisional orders.
This sub-section provided that at the expiration of seven years from the date of the legal commencement of a provisional order, or of any subsequent period of five years, any company